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and so achieve their ends, Rida Quli was too inexperienced to realise
that sound advice could not be expected from such men, and when they
suggested to him that the governors whom his father had appointed might
revolt if they were without news of him for long, he lent too ready an ear
to them. He thereupon dismissed a number of these officials and replaced
them with his own nominees.1 In addition, he became most arbitrary
and autocratic, and frequently inflicted the death penalty for trivial offences.2
Hanway,* in writing of the prince's behaviour at this time, said that he :
". -. by practising all the acts of cruelty and extortion, soon incurred the hatred
of the people. In order to cover his rapacious avarice, he took the specious name
of a merchant/'
Hanway then proceeded to mention Rida Quli's monopoly of the silk
trade. Elton and Graeme4 (who, as will be related in Appendix I, arrived
in Gilan in June, 1739, with a trial consignment of goods belonging to
certain members of the Russia Company) stated that Rida Quli had, by his :
" Kupecheens6 become, in a manner, the sole Merchant or Trader in all Persia,
as none but the Schah's Kupecheens could buy any Goods imported. And as to
Raw Silk, not only the Product of the Province of Gilan, but of all the other Pro-
vinces that produce Silk, was wholly engrossed by the Schah. Hence we, amongst
the rest, were obliged to tender our Goods to the Schah's Kupecheen/'
Elton and Graeme, however, subsequently state that it was not Rida
Quli, but a merchant of Isfahan (whom he had made his Treasurer) who
" engrossed " to himself all the European imports.0 Notwithstanding
these restrictions upon trade, the prince, in response to a petition from
Elton and Graeme, gave them considerable trading privileges in August,
I739*7 They expressly state :
" that he (Ri^a Quli) is ready to redress Grievances, and encourage trade, we could
produce several Instances; witness the Decree ... he so readily granted us, and
that, it is said, he lately granted to the Armenians, which impowers them to cany
their Goods to any Market in Persia, without regard to the Schah's Kupecheens,
that it is to be hoped the Treasurer's Projects are near to an end/'8
Further, it is to be noted that this trading monopoly, if it existed at all in
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